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Verse by Verse: Luke 21:24-28 
By Louis T. Talbot 
 
Dr. Louis T. Talbot: 
And thank you, Mr. Announcer. And good morning my radio friends and friends of the 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles. This is Louis T. Talbot, welcoming you to another broadcast of 
Bible study. And I count it a great privilege to enter into your home and be your guest at this 
hour Monday through Friday. I welcome you this morning in the wonderful name of our 
wonderful Lord, and on behalf of about 600 or 700 young men and young women, who form the 
student body of the Bible Institute; and these young people are going to be the missionaries of 
tomorrow. 
Now I want you please to turn your Bibles to the Gospel According to Luke Chapter 21; 
the Gospel According to Luke Chapter 21. For our last study in the Lord's Olivet Discourse, 
which was given in answer to the question of the disciples: "what shall be the sign of thy coming, 
and of the end of the age?" The portion of Scripture that we are studying sheds more light on 
world conditions as we see them today, than can be gotten from any other source.  
Now just one other word, my dear friends, and it's about a subject that I don't mention 
very often, and that is that you be sure and send a letter to us. At least one letter each month. 
Have you ever done so? My friends, if it has been some time since you've written a letter then 
get it in the mail today and at the beginning of each month when you divide your tithe, your first 
responsibility of course is to your own church and then when you divide the rest of it I trust that 
you will remember that Bible Institute with a portion. I'd like you to put a little aside each month 
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for the training of these young men and young women. I'd like also, my dear friends, to suggest, 
and this is a very, very touchy thing but that is with some people it isn't, But God has told us that 
we are to put our house in order, and therefore I would suggest that when you make your will, 
that you remember the Bible Institute of Los Angles with a portion of your earthly substance so 
that this work may be carried on, and your interest in it will continue after you have gone to 
heaven. And if you would like to talk to us in regard to how this is done, then you may contact us 
by just writing a letter. You know I've been amazed as I have gone into homes to hear people tell 
me that they haven't made a will. And if they don't have any relatives, my dear friends, then all 
of their substance goes to the state, and I am sure that that is not the intention of a lot of folks. A 
lot of folks do not like to get around to the making of a will, but you know that I believe that God 
would have us prepare for this life, and also that which is to come. And so remember the Bible 
and of Los Angeles, and the work that will be carried on after you go to heaven. You if you 
would like us to talk to you about that, we'll be very, very glad to do so. All right. 
Now I want you to have your Bibles open to Luke Chapter 21 and I'm going to read 
verses 24 to 28 just in order to get a connection with the things that we were studying yesterday 
in our broadcast at this hour. The Lord is answering the question of the disciples: "what shall be 
the sign of thy coming?" and Jesus says in verse 24, "and they shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and shall be led away captive into all nations; and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." Now those words cover about 18 centuries. 
That is, from the time that the Lord, Jesus Christ, was crucified, right down to this May the 8th, 
1958. That is, Jerusalem has been trodden down of the gentiles. And that is true, in spite of the 
fact that there is an Israeli state in the land of Palestine today. But my dear friends that is Israeli 
state just shows which way the wind is blowing. But it would not continue for 24 hours if it 
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weren't for the backing that is given it and by the league, or the United Nations. And so we're 
still living in the times of the gentiles, and during that period of time Jerusalem will continue to 
be trodden down, and that will go on, says the Lord Jesus, until the times of the Gentiles shall be 
fulfilled.  
Then Jesus begins to speak about the end of the times of the Gentiles and I think that He 
is giving to us in the next verse some of the characteristic features that will take place just prior 
to His return. And I think a great number of these, my dear friends, will characterize that period 
between the translation of the church and the return of the Lord in glory. And so Jesus says "and 
there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth the distress 
of nations with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring," that is that the nations in their 
agitation are going to be like the surging sea when it's in the grip of the storm. I do not know 
whether you have ever stood on the shore and watched the sea in the grip of the storm. Well that 
is a picture of the agitation of Gentile Nations at the end time. and then Jesus goes on to say 
"men's hearts failing them for fear," and you know that as I go around the world, my dear 
friends, I find that there are millions of people that are in the grip of a terrible fear. And even our 
national leaders have expressed that feeling. and Jesus, 1900 years ago spake about these things; 
"men's hearts failing them for fear and for looking after those things with are coming on the earth 
for the powers of the heavens shall be shaken." 
I mentioned yesterday just in a word, I was not able to get right into it because my time 
was coming to a close, That is the broadcast time, but I does mentioned the fact that the powers 
of the heavens represent Satan and all of his hosts, for The devil is portrayed as the prince and 
the power of the air, and that they're in the heavenly places. It does not mean that the devil is in 
heaven, but it just means that they occupy, they control, the first and the second the heavens. 
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Now to use the air a space, where the birds fly and the clouds move, is given in the scripture as 
the first heaven. That's why you read about the clouds of the heavens, and the birds of the 
heaven. The second Heaven, is where the stars are; the sun, and the moon, and the stars. Hence 
you read of the stars of the heaven, and the sun, and the moon, are the heaven. And the third 
heaven is God's dwelling place. Now Satan and his hosts are in possession that is they operate 
with God's tolerance, in the first on the second heavens. But when the church is translated, my 
dear friends, we're going to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. And the devil is the prince 
and the power of the air; and when we are called up, the devil is going to come down, and he is 
going to come down to this earth. And you'll remember how that in the book of Revelation you 
read a description of that event when the devil will come down to the earth "with great wrath, 
knowing that his time is short." Now that is what the Lord has in mind when he speaks about the 
powers of the heavens being shaken. And then he says, "And then shall they see the Son of Man, 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. And when these things begin to come to pass," 
just to underscore that would begin, "Then look up and lift up your heads because your 
redemption draws nigh."  
Now my friends, I want to look at verse 29. Jesus immediately says this: "and he spake 
unto them a parable. ‘Behold the fig tree and all the trees.'" Now here is something very 
significant. The Lord says in connection with the signs of the end of the age, he says watch the 
fig tree and all the trees; now the fig tree, of course, represents Israel in her national life and the 
other trees represent gentile nations. And so the Lord, when He says "watch the fig tree and all 
the trees," He has in mind specially the fig tree that is the nation of Israel. And then all the other 
trees, that is all the other nations. My dear friends, the Lord Jesus said that because He has stated 
that certain things would take place in the nation of Israel as we approach the end time, and 
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certain things would characterize Gentile nations as we approach the end time. And you know, 
that as I read what God has said in regard to Israel and what God has said in regard to Gentile 
nations at the end time, it is my firm conviction that we are rapidly coming to the end of that 
period of time called The Times of the Gentiles. 
You know let us just look at the Lord's exhortation first of all he says in verse 30, or 
verse 29, “Behold the fig tree." Now in other words, Jesus says "as you approach the end of the 
age watch the fig tree, first of all." Now this reference of the fig tree ties in with the Lords 
reference to the fig tree in the 24th chapter of Matthew and verse 32, where the Lord says this, 
"When ye see the fig tree begin to put forth leaves, ye know that the summer is nigh. So 
likewise, ye when ye see all these things, know that it is near and even to the doors." you know 
that on one other occasion our Lord and referred to the fig tree; the great type of the Jewish 
nation in her national life. You will remember how that, as the Lord journeyed one day from 
Bethany, that He was hungered and He saw a fig tree covered with leaves. And He went to it 
seeking fruit, and He found no fruit there on. And the Lord cursed the fig tree and it withered 
away. Some folks have often wondered just why the Lord, Jesus Christ did that, but my dear 
friends, the Lord's actions as well as His words, are prophetic. And that fig tree, in its fruitless 
profession, was a perfect picture of the state of Israel at the time the Messiah came. The nation of 
Israel, in her political life, was intended by God to be a flaming torch of righteousness and truth. 
And in her ministry, The Herald other coming Messiah for the world's redemption. That is what 
God had intended the nation of Israel to be.  
But you know that the nation of Israel had lost the vision of the coming Messiah. The 
vision that Isaiah had, and all the other prophets, and Moses, their great outstanding leader. You 
remember how that Moses said that God will raise up a prophet unto you liken unto me, and he 
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gives a description of the coming Messiah. Now, had the nation, my friends, of Israel been true 
to the gospel of the prophets, the whole world would have known of the coming Messiah. And 
instead of a few wise men from the East following the star, and making a pilgrimage to 
Bethlehem, the whole world would have been in a state of expectation. But the nation of Israel 
had failed the nation had lost its vision of the coming Messiah. And according to our Lord's 
testimony, her so called spiritual leaders would compass land and sea to make one postulate from 
the Gentile world. Having secured him, would tie him up to their narrow ceremonial system, 
furnishing no prophetic vision of a coming world savior and King. The nation of Israel lost all 
that, although they went through the forms, and the ceremonies, and the types that foreshadowed 
the coming of the Lord. And so the fig tree, covered with leaves but no fruit, was a picture of the 
spiritual barrenness of that nation. And yet at the time of the Lord, the people of Israel kept the 
feast, and the ceremonies regularly; including the Feast of the Passover, which was one of the 
great types of the coming into this world of the Lord, Jesus Christ. And my friends, on the 
occasion of those feasts, that is especially the Passover, while they were killing thousands of 
lambs that they were ignorant of the fact that the one of whom those lamb spake was right in 
their midst. But the Passover had no meaning to them at all. It was just a time for buying and 
selling of sacrificial animals, and the making of money. It was the fig tree of great profession, as 
evidenced by an abundance of leaves, but not a single fig on the tree. Consequently, the Lord 
cursed it and withered away. And the withering of the fig tree was prophetic of what was going 
to take place after the Messiah was crucified. and Titus, the Roman emperor, coming down to 
Jerusalem a few years later, and destroying the city, and scattering the people to the four corners 
of the earth. Now the Lord in Matthew 24, speaking of His return, said "when ye see the fig tree 
begin to put forth the leaves." When the Lord said that to the disciples, that they would 
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immediately identify the budding of the fig tree with the cursing of the fig tree. In the cursing of 
the fig tree, The Lord was stating that the national idea among the people of Israel was going to 
be dormant for many years, but the budding of the fig tree would speak of the resurrection of the 
national idea. And Jesus, when the disciples say, "What shall be the sign of thy coming?" He 
says, "Watch the fig tree." Now, in this chapter 21 of Luke, Jesus says "watch the fig tree and all 
the trees."  
My friends, let us just for a moment, do the very thing that the Lord has instructed us to 
do. He says "first of all, watch the fig tree," And let, my dear friends, us just spend a moment 
looking at the fig tree. The budding of the Fig Tree is seen in the rise of nationalism among the 
Jews; something that had been dormant for 1800 years. And the resurrection of the National idea 
has taken place right before our eyes. And what will you see today, my dear friends, is only the 
beginning of it. The Zionist movement was founded by Theodore Herzl, an Austrian Jew. And 
the objects of it, when founded, were twofold. First to foster the national idea among the Jews of 
the world, and second to promote the colonization of Palestine by Jews. The Zionist movement 
has become a reality, my friends, in your day and mine. Do you know that a hundred years ago 
there were not more than six thousand Jews in Palestine, and as late as 1914 there were only 
about a hundred thousand Jews there? But my friends, today there are, Oh, but 2 million Jews in 
the land of Palestine, with 6 million Jews in Europe and in other places waiting for entrance into 
that land. And the government of Israel is restricting Jewish immigration. That is, that they want 
the nation, the people of Israel that are waiting to enter that land, they're allowing them to enter 
only as the land is able to assimilate them. But it has been estimated that there are 6 million Jews 
that are waiting to enter that land. after World War number One, Zionist society is well formed 
all over the world, and millions of dollars were spent by different Jewish philanthropists, such as 
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Baron de Rothschild, and every Jew in the world--whether he intends to go to Palestine or not--
has his eyes on that land; and the word "Jerusalem" is written on the heart of every man and 
woman, and boy and girl of that wonderful nation. You and I have lived to see the Zionist 
movement becoming a reality far in Palestine, there is a Jewish state. And it is indeed a 
remarkable experience to be in Palestine and parts from the Arab Section, which is characterized 
by poverty and backwardness, into the Israelite's part of Palestine to find one of the most 
modern. You'll find some of the most modern cities in the world. You take the city of Tel Aviv. 
Do you know, my friends, that then 50 years ago where the city of Tel Aviv stands, it was just a 
bunch of the rolling sand dunes? But today that city has a population of about, well more than a 
hundred thousand people, and almost every official, and police, and lawyers, and judges, and all 
the rest, they're all Jews. I was listening to a man on the radio some little time ago, and he was 
mentioning what he considered to be the seven wonders of the modern world. And you know 
that he put, among the seven, the city of Tel Aviv; as having come into existence during the last 
50 years, and it is one of the most modern cities in the world.  
My friends, what does all this mean then? Jesus answered that question. He answers that 
question. He says, "Watch the fig tree and all the trees;" and especially the fig tree because He 
singles out the fig tree. And He says "when it begins to put forth its leaves, ye know that all these 
things are nigh, And even at your door." you know that if I had time this morning, I would speak 
about the rise of Jewish prominence in the world today as another sign of the budding of the fig 
tree. In our great commercial cities, The Jews are the leading business factors. As you pass down 
New York's great street of Broadway, you will find that half of the names upon the signs of 
business establishments are Jewish names. One out of every four persons on Manhattan Island is 
a Jew, and is there because in one way or another he is related to business. If you called over the 
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list of bankers in the world at large, you will find that the large majority of them are Jews. The 
leading musicians of the world have been, and are, Jews. They are leaders in science and 
philosophy. They have been generals and statesmen. Some of the greatest generals, and some of 
the greatest statesmen, in the world were Jews. You know that Napoleon's great Marshall 
Massena, Whom Napoleon called the child of victory, was a Jew. One of the greatest prime 
ministers that England ever had was a Jew. His name was Benjamin Disraeli, which means 
Benjamin of Israel. And so one could go on describing the people of Israel that day as one of the 
great signs of the nearness of the end of the age. My friends were the breakup of Gentile nations 
on the one side, and when I say the breakup, I just mean the distress of nations with perplexity. 
And then on the other side: the nation of Israel coming and becoming once again a nation. It 
seems to indicate that the times of the Gentiles are coming to a close, and the time to the Jews 
are soon to recommence with the return of Christ as the Son of David, the Son of Abraham, who 
will sit up on the throne of his father David.  
Now listen I've just got about three more minutes. Jesus also said this, He says, "Watch 
the fig tree and all the other trees." Now my friends, the other trees are the Gentile nations, and 
we are to watch them because God has given in His word, not only the characteristic features are 
the people of Israel at the time, He has given also the characteristic features of gentile nations, 
And what will take place as the times of the Gentiles come to a close. Now the Lord has stated 
more about the Gentile nations than what you just have in the 21st chapter of Luke, where He 
speaks about the distress of nations with perplexity, something that characterizes every gentile 
nation in the world. He says more about Gentile nations than that, because in the 11th chapter 
Daniel, and I'd hope to be able to turn to it this morning, but we'll have to do it tomorrow. That 
is, I was going to bring this study to a close this morning, in regard to what Christ said, and 
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answer the question the disciples: "what shall be the sign of thy coming?" but, tomorrow, 
Tomorrow morning, I'll deal with this other statement; the other half of that statement "watch the 
trees and all the tree." "Watch the fig tree and all the trees." My friends, Let me state in just there 
is word: God has stated in the 11h chapter Daniel, and we'll go into this tomorrow, He has stated 
that all the Gentile nations of the world are going to form themselves into four great 
Confederacies at the end time. There is the king of the north, and there is the king of the South, 
and that are the kings of the east, and there are the Western powers; and we know but God 
speaks of North, and South, and East, and West, It is in relation to the land of Palestine. For 
Palestine is the geographical, and the political, center of the earth. If you turn to your map and 
look at Palestine, you will find that all the nations on the earth have their bounds in relation to 
the land of Palestine. And God speaks of these four great Confederacies: the north, the south, the 
east, and the West. And I think that we do not need very much spiritual perception to see them in 
the process of formation right now. We'll take this up tomorrow; we'll look at the fig tree and all 
the trees. 
Thank you and goodbye. God bless you. 
 
Announcer:  
You have just listened to Dr. Louis T. Talbot, Chancellor of the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles. They half century old Christian training center of the West earnestly covets your 
continued prayerful support for its worldwide ministry. Listen each day, Monday through Friday, 
for a verse by verse study of the Bible. 
 
